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2 English Language

(Please refer to the HKDSE English Language School-based Assessment Teachers’ Handbook for details)

1. Introduction
1.1 Assessment Framework

The public assessment of this subject is based on the English Language Curriculum and Assessment
Guide (Secondary 4 - 6) jointly prepared by the Curriculum Development Council and the Hong Kong
Examinations and Assessment Authority (HKEAA). It will consist of a public examination component
and an SBA component as outlined in the following table:

Component Weighting Duration
Public Paper1 Reading 20% 1%2 hours
Examination| Paper2 Writing 25% 2 hours
Paper 3 Listening & Integrated Skills 30% About 2
Paper4 Speaking 10% hours
About 20
minutes
School-based Assessment (for school candidates 15%
only)

1.2 Aims and Objectives

The rationale for introducing the SBA component to the HKDSE English Language Examination is
summarised below:

It provides a balanced and trustworthy assessment system with diverse collection points, task
types and assessors.

It enhances validity of oral language assessment in particular by including aspects that cannot be
assessed in public exam settings.

It improves reliability through many observations over time.

There is a positive impact on learning and teaching, particularly in speaking and extensive reading
skills.

The distinctive characteristics of SBA have implications for its design and implementation, in
particular the nature of the assessment tasks and role of the teacher standardisation procedures.
These implications are summarised as follows:

The focus of the assessment tasks should be on the speaking ability of the students, including
their ability to discuss issues in depth and to convey their ideas clearly and concisely (i.e., the SBA

component does not test memorization, detailed facts about texts, or literary analysis.).

The nature and number of the assessment tasks are flexible to align with learning activities, providing multiple
opportunities to demonstrate skills. (i.e., the SBA component is not a single rigid highly standardised prescribed

task like external exams, so students cannot simply rehearse a prepared response.)
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Students will receive constructive feedback after the SBA activity to support language development and prepare
for the final oral exam. This feedback helps students improve over time.

The marking criteria and standards will be shared with students and actively used by them, albeit
in adapted form, as part of self and peer assessment for formative purposes throughout S4 to S6.
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2. Assessment Requirements

2.1 SBA Requirements

The SBA component seeks to provide a more comprehensive appraisal of learners’ achievement by

assessing those learning objectives which cannot be easily assessed in public examinations whilst at
the same time enhancing the capacity for student self-evaluation and life-long learning.

+ The SBA component contributes 15% of the total subject mark.
* Two to four texts (‘texts’ encompass print, non-print, fiction and non-fiction material) to be read
/ viewed in the course of three years. Students must keep a logbook to record comments and
personal reflections on these texts.
* Two oral assessments, each worth 7.5% of the subject grade, will evaluate students’ oral
performance based on the reading/viewing programme:
- One assessment should be an Individual Presentation, and the other a Group Interaction.
- One assessment should be based on at least one print text and the other assessment on
at least one non-print text.

- One assessment will be conducted in the second term of S5 and one at any time in S6.
* School repeaters or transfer students must complete one assessment, which can be either an

individual presentation or group discussion and may focus on either a print or non-print text.

The requirements are summarised in Table 1.

Table 1: SBA Requirements

S4 S5 S6

Number
and

type of
texts

to beread/

viewed

Two to four texts, at least one from print and one from non-print in the
course of three years (‘texts’ encompass print, non-print, fiction and non-

fiction material)

Number, %
and timing
of
assessment
tasks to be

undertaken

One task should be based on at least one print text; fictional or non-
fictional texts are accepted; either a group interaction or an individual
presentation is accepted. (7.5%)

The other task should be based on at least one non-print text; fictional
or non-fictional texts are accepted. If the first task is based on a group
interaction, the other task should be based on an individual presentation,

and vice versa. (7.5%)

The formal assessments should be conducted in the second term of S5
and anytime during S6.
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2.2 Mandatory Assessment Conditions

The main aim of establishing certain conditions for school-based assessment is to ensure that students have
the opportunity to demonstrate their best possible oral language use.

If students are ‘rehearsed’, it may lead to very stilted and unnatural oral language use, which will not
score high marks. Teachers must ensure that the oral language produced is not the result of
memorisation without genuine understanding. Hence, the following conditions must be met for a task to
qualify as an assessment task for the purpose of SBA:

* The assessment tasks of the formal assessment should only be given to students on the day of
assessment. School-based practice: Students are given approximately 15 minutes for
preparation, although this may vary slightly depending on the time taken by the previous group.
When the preparation time is up, students should stop writing, turn over their notecards, and
wait for their turn.

* The use of electronic devices, such as tablets, is not allowed; but students can refer to
handwritten / printed notes during in-class preparation for actual assessments.

» Students may choose to stand or sit while speaking to one or two students, or to the whole class.
The task must be undertaken in the presence of at least one fellow student. The other student(s)
can take part in the interaction or be the audience for a presentation.

+ Tasks for individual presentations should allow students to speak for about 3-5 minutes. This is a
guideline, as some students may need more or less time.

* Students are strongly advised not to read aloud and must not take notes during the
assessment. They may use one 4x6-inch note card with brief notes or prompts.

2.3 Setting Assessment Tasks

Nature of Oral Text-types to be Assessed
In the SBA component an important distinction is made between two kinds of oral text-types,
designated for HKDSE purposes as an individual presentation and a group interaction.

Oral language must be natural and interactive, not memorized or read aloud. Some formulaic
phrases can help structure responses, but overuse or inappropriate use should be avoided.

2.3.1 Individual Presentation Guidelines

* Anindividual presentation, which may be quite informal, is defined as a single piece of oral text in
which anindividual speaker presents some ideas or information over a sustained period (at least
3-5 minutes), without interruption.

After an individual presentation, the audience or teacher-assessor may ask questions to clarify

ideas or encourage discussion, but this exchange is not mandatory for the assessment. Ifa

presentation seems memorized, the teacher-assessor should ask one or two follow-up

questions to check understanding.

2.3.2 Group Interaction Guidelines

* A group interaction involves two or more students discussing a shared topic through short,
conversational exchanges.

It requires less formal structure but emphasizes effective turn-taking, initiating and sustaining

discussion, seeking clarification, supporting or expanding on others’ ideas, and respectfully

disagreeing or suggesting alternatives.
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2.4 Assessment Criteria

2.4.1 SBA Assessment Criteria for Group Interaction (Gl)

I. Pronunciation & Delivery

Il. Communication Strategies

Ill. Vocabulary & Language
Pattern

IV. Ideas & Organisation

Can project the voice appropriately
for the context without artificial
aids. Can pronounce all
sounds/sound clusters and words
clearly and accurately.

Can speak fluently and naturally,
with very little hesitation, while
using suitable intonation to
enhance communication.

Can use appropriate body
language to display and
encourage interest. Can use a full
range of turn-taking strategies to
initiate and maintain appropriate
interaction, and can draw others
into the interaction (e.g. by
summarising for weaker students’
benefit, or by redirecting a
conversation to a quiet student)
Can interact without the use of
narrowly-formulaic expressions.

Can use a wide range of accurate
and appropriate vocabulary.

Can use varied, appropriate, and
highly accurate language patterns;
minor slips do not impede
communication.

Can self-correct effectively.

May occasionally glance at notes
but is clearly not dependent on
them.

Can express a wide range of
relevant information and ideas
without any signs of difficulty and
without the use of notes.

Can consistently respond
effectively to others, sustaining
and extending a conversational
exchange.

Can use the full range of
questioning and response levels
(see Framework of Guiding
Questions) to engage with peers.

Can project the voice appropriately
for the context without artificial
aids. Can pronounce all
sounds/sound clusters clearly and
almost all words accurately.

Can speak fluently using intonation
to enhance communication, with
only occasional hesitation, giving
an overall sense of natural non-
native language.

Can use appropriate body language
to display and encourage interest.
Can use a good range of turn-taking
strategies to initiate and maintain
appropriate interaction and can
help draw others into the
interaction (e.g. by encouraging
contributions, asking for opinions,
or by responding to group
members’ questions).

Can mostly interact without the use
of narrowly-formulaic expressions.

Can use varied and almost always
appropriate vocabulary.

Can use almost entirely accurate
and appropriate language patterns.
Can usually self-correct effectively.
May occasionally refer to a note
card.

Can express relevant information
and ideas clearly and fluently,
perhaps with occasional,
unobtrusive, reference to a
notecard.

Can respond appropriately to
others to sustain and extend a
conversational exchange.

Can use a good variety of
questioning and response levels
(see Framework of Guiding
Questions).

Can project the voice mostly
satisfactorily without artificial aids.
Can pronounce most
sounds/sound clusters and all
common words clearly and
accurately; less common words
can be understood although there
may be articulation errors (e.g.
dropping final consonants).

Can speak at a deliberate pace,
with some hesitation but using
sufficient intonation conventions to
convey meaning.

Can use some features of
appropriate body language to
encourage and display interest.
Can use a range of appropriate
turn-taking strategies to participate
in interaction (e.g. by making
suggestions in a group discussion),
and can sometimes help draw
others in (e.g. by asking for their
views). Can interact using a mixture
of mainly natural language and
formulaic expressions.

Can use mostly appropriate
vocabulary.

Can use language patterns that are
usually accurate, and without
errors that impede communication.
Can self-correct when
concentrating carefully, or when
asked to do so. May refer to a note
card but is not dependent on
notes.

Can present relevant literal ideas
clearly in a well-organised
structure, perhaps with occasional
reference to a notecard.

Can often respond appropriately to
others; can sustain and may extend
some conversational exchanges
However: Can do these things
less well when attempting to
respond to interpretive or critical
questions, or when trying to
interpret information and present
elaborated ideas.

Volume may be a problem without
artificial aids.

Can pronounce all simple sounds
clearly but some errors with sound
clusters; less common words may
be misunderstood unless
supported by contextual meaning.
Can speak at a careful pace and
use sufficient basic intonation
conventions to be understood by a
familiar and supportive listener;
hesitation is present.

Can use appropriate body language
to display interest in the
interaction.

Can use appropriate but simple
turn-taking strategies to participate
in, and occasionally initiate
interaction (e.g. by requesting
repetition and clarification, or by
offering agreement).

Can use mainly formulaic
expressions as communication
strategies.

Can use simple vocabulary and
language patterns appropriately,
and with errors that only
occasionally impede
communication.

Can sometimes self-correct simple
errors.

May suggest a level of proficiency
above 3 but has provided too
limited a sample, OR

Cannot be scored accurately
because of dependence on notes.

Can present some relevant ideas
sequentially with some links
among own ideas and with those
presented by others.

Can respond to some simple
questions and may be able to
expand these responses when
addressed directly.

Volume may be a problem without
artificial aids.

Can pronounce simple
sounds/sound clusters well enough
to be understood most of the time;
common words can usually be
understood within overall context.
Can produce familiar stretches of
language with sufficiently
appropriate pacing and intonation
to help listener’s understanding.

Can use appropriate body language
when especially interested in the
group discussion or when
prompted to respond by a group
member.

Can use simple but heavily
formulaic expressions to respond
to others (e.g. by offering greetings
or apologies).

Can appropriately use vocabulary
drawn from a limited and very
familiar range.

Can use some very basic language
patterns accurately in brief
exchanges. Can identify some
errors but may be unable to self-
correct.

Provides a limited language
sample, OR

A sample wholly spoken from
notes.

Can express some simple relevant
information and ideas, sometimes
successfully, and may expand
some responses briefly.

Can make some contribution to a
conversation when prompted.

Volume is likely to be a problem.
Can pronounce some simple
sounds and common words
accurately enough to be
understood.

Can use appropriate intonation in
the most familiar of words and
phrases; hesitant speech makes
the listener’s task difficult.

Can use restricted features of body
language when required to respond
to peers.

Can use only simple and narrowly-
restricted formulaic expressions,
and only to respond to others.

Can produce a narrow range of
simple vocabulary.

Can use a narrow range of language
patterns in very short and
rehearsed utterances.

The language sample is too
limited for a full assessment of
proficiency.

Can occasionally produce brief
information and ideas relevant to
the topic.

Can make some brief responses or
statements when prompted.

Does not produce any
comprehensible English speech.

Does not use any interactional
strategies.

Does not produce any recognizable
words or sequences.

Does not produce any appropriate,
relevant material.
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2.4.1 SBA Assessment Criteria for Individual Presentation (IP)

l. Pronunciation & Delivery

Il. Communication Strategies

Ill. Vocabulary & Language
Pattern

IV. Ideas & Organisation

Can project the voice appropriately
for the context without artificial
aids.

Can pronounce all sounds/sound
clusters and words clearly and
accurately.

Can speak fluently and naturally,
with very little hesitation, while
using suitable intonation to
enhance communication.

Can use appropriate body language
to show focus on audience and to
engage interest.

Can judge timing in order to
complete the presentation.

Can confidently invite and respond
to questions if this is required by
the task.

Can use a wide range of accurate
and appropriate vocabulary.

Can use varied, appropriate, and
highly accurate language patterns;
minor slips do not impede
communication.

Can choose appropriate content
and level of language to enable
audience to follow.

Can self-correct effectively.

Can present without use of notes,
but may glance at a note card
occasionally.

Can convey relevant information
and ideas clearly and fluently
without referring to notes.

Can elaborate in detail on some
appropriate aspects of the topic,
and can consistently link main
points with support and
development.

Can be followed easily and with
interest.

Can reformulate a point if the
audience is unclear.

Can project the voice appropriately
for the context without artificial
aids.

Can pronounce all sounds/sound
clusters clearly and almost all
words accurately.

Can speak fluently using intonation
to enhance communication, with
only occasional hesitation, giving
an overall sense of natural
nonnative language.

Can use appropriate body language
to show focus on audience and to
engage interest.

Can judge timing sufficiently to
cover all essential points of the
topic. Can appropriately invite and
respond to questions or comments
when required for the task.

Can use varied and almost always
appropriate vocabulary.

Can use almost entirely accurate
and appropriate language patterns.
Can choose content and level of
language that the audience can
follow, with little or no dependence
on notes.

Can usually self-correct effectively.
May occasionally refer to a note
card.

Can convey relevant information
and ideas clearly and well, perhaps
with occasional, unobtrusive,
reference to a note card.

Can elaborate on some appropriate
aspects of the topic, and can link
main points with support and
development. Can be followed
easily.

Can explain a point if the audience
isunclear.

Can project the voice mostly
satisfactorily without artificial aids.
Can pronounce most
sounds/sound clusters and all
common words clearly and
accurately; less common words
can be understood although there
may be articulation errors (e.g.
dropping final consonants).

Can speak at a deliberate pace,
with some hesitation but using
sufficient intonation conventions to
convey meaning.

Can use appropriate body language
to display audience awareness and
to engage interest, but this is not
consistently demonstrated.

Can use the available time to
adequately cover all the most
essential points of the topic.

Can respond to any well-
formulated questions if these are
required by and directly related to
the task.

Can use mostly appropriate
vocabulary.

Can use language patterns that are
usually accurate, and without
errors that impede communication.
Can choose mostly appropriate
content and level of language to
enable audience to follow.

Can self-correct when
concentrating carefully, or when
asked to do so.

May refer to a note card but is not
dependent on notes.

Can present relevant literal ideas
clearly in a well-organised
structure, perhaps with occasional
reference to a note card.

Can expand on some appropriate
aspects of the topic with additional
detail or explanation, and can
sometimes link these main points
and expansions together
effectively.

Can be followed without much
effort.

Volume may be a problem without
artificial aids.

Can pronounce all simple sounds
clearly but some errors with sound
clusters; less common words may
be misunderstood unless
supported by contextual meaning.
Can speak at a careful pace and
use sufficient basic intonation
conventions to be understood by a
familiar and supportive listener;
hesitation is present.

Can use some appropriate body
language, displaying occasional
audience awareness and providing
some degree of interest.

Can present basic relevant points
but has difficulty sustaining a
presentation mode.

Can respond to any relevant,
coghnitively simple, well-formulated
questions required by the task.

Can use simple vocabulary and
language patterns appropriately,
and with errors that only
occasionally impede
communication, but reliance on
memorised materials or written
notes makes language and
vocabulary use seem more like
written text spoken aloud.

Can choose a level of content and
language that enables audience to
follow a main point, but needs to
refer to notes.

Can sometimes self-correct simple
errors,

May suggest a level of proficiency
above 3, but cannot be scored
accurately because of
dependence on notes.

Can present some relevant literal
ideas clearly, and can sometimes
provide some simple supporting
ideas.

Can sometimes link main and
supporting points together.

May appear dependent on notes.

Volume may be a problem without
artificial aids.

Can pronounce simple
sounds/sound clusters well enough
to be understood most of the time;
common words can usually be
understood within overall context.
Can produce familiar stretches of
language with sufficiently
appropriate pacing and intonation
to help listener’s understanding.

Can use a restricted range of
features of body language, but the
overall impression is stilted.

Can present very basic points but
does not demonstrate use of a
presentation mode and is
dependent on notes.

Audience awareness is very limited.

Can appropriately use vocabulary
and

language patterns drawn from a
limited and very familiar range.
Can read notes aloud but with
difficulty.

Can identify some errors but may
be unable to self-correct.
Provides a limited language
sample,

OR

A sample wholly spoken from
notes.

Can make an attempt to express
simple relevant information and
ideas, sometimes successfully, and
Can attempt to expand on one or
two points.

Can link the key information
sequentially.

May be dependent on notes.

Volume is likely to be a problem.
Can pronounce some simple
sounds and common words
accurately enough to be
understood.

Can use appropriate intonation in
the most familiar of words and
phrases; hesitant speech makes
the listener’s task difficult.

Body language may be
intermittently present, but
communication strategies
appropriate to delivering a
presentation are absent. There is no
evident audience awareness.

Can produce a narrow range of
simple vocabulary.

Can use a narrow range of language
patterns in very short and
rehearsed utterances.

Insufficient sample to assess
vocabulary and language patterns.

Can express a main point or make a
brief statement when prompted, in
a way that is partially
understandable. The presentation
is wholly dependent on notes or a
written text.

Does not produce any
comprehensible English speech.

Does not attempt a presentation.

Does not produce any recognizable
words or sequences.

Does not express any relevant or
understandable information.
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3 Authentication of Students’ Work
3.1 Use of Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools in SBA

Students should know:

Using Artificial Intelligence (Al) tools in the learning process can offer new opportunities if used
properly. However, using an Al tool to gain an undue advantage is a malpractice and can have
serious consequences. Overreliance and misuse of Al tools will also diminish the authentic
learning opportunities.

In order to ensure the authenticity of students’ work, students should
. refer to bullet points 1-2 in Section 2.2, “Mandatory Assessment Conditions.”.
» properly acknowledge the use of Al tools in SBA.
Examples of acknowledging Al tools in Student Work Al tool used:

d: ChatGPT
| : f actions: | input the
prompt Symbohsm in To Kill @ Mockingbird’ on 11
July 2023.
“: ChatGPT provided four

examples the mockmgblrd the Radley Place; the
tree in the Radley yard; and the snowman. An
explanation of each of these was given.

 complete and sign a declaration form (Appendix 1) at the start of each school year when SBA is
done, confirming all SBA tasks are their own work and agreeing to follow a code of honour.

* sign a declaration on the Assessment Record Forms (provided by the teacher-assessor on the
day of the assessment) to confirm that the work they submit for the English Language SBA is their
own.

4. Administrative Arrangements
4.1 Absence from Assessment

+ Students failing to attend the assessment for legitimate reasons should give those reasons and
provide relevant supporting documents (e.g. medical certificates) to the HKEAA via their schools for
special consideration, which will be given for medical and other legitimate reasons.

» Students failing to participate in an assessment without legitimate reasons will get zero marks
in the assessment(s) concerned. Schools may also issue a warning letter to remind them of the
consequences.

4.2 Moderation of SBA Marks

Before SBA marks are submitted online, students will be informed of the mark range awarded. Please
note that these marks are subject to moderation by the HKEAA and may change after the
moderation process.
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Appendix 1
Hong Kong Diploma of Secondary Education Examination
Student Declaration Form for School-based Assessment (SBA)
Completed in the School Year 20 -

Notes:

1.

2.

This form should be signed by senior secondary students at the beginning of each school year in which
SBA is undertaken. Only one form needs to be completed by each student.
The completed form should be retained by the school until the end of the public examination cycle.

School Name: Buddhist Wong Wan Tin College (30623)

Student’s Name:

Class: Class No:

Important Reminder to Students:

L.

It is of utmost importance that academic honesty is maintained in SBA. Students are forbidden to indulge
in any malpractice when completing their assessments.

Students can make reference to sources but must not plagiarise when completing their work. They should
write in their own words and should not simply copy others’ words or ideas, including those generated
using Artificial Intelligence tools, and present them as their own. If necessary, they can quote or make
reference to something written by another author in their work, as long as they ensure that these quotes
or references are identified and the sources properly acknowledged.

Students are advised not to quote excessively in their work, as this would mean that they themselves
could only make a minimal contribution to that piece of work and consequently they would be likely to
get low marks from their teacher.

Students can make reference to the booklet “HKDSE Information on School-based Assessment”,
(http://www.hkeaa.edu.hk/en/sba/). Some examples on how to quote and acknowledge sources properly

are provided in the booklet.

Students will be subject to severe penalties for proven plagiarism. The HKDSE Examination Regulations
stipulate that a candidate may be liable to disqualification from the subject concerned or the whole of the
Examination, or suffer a mark or grade penalty for breaching the Regulations.

I certify that I have read the above Reminder and declare that:

All SBA tasks/assignments work to be completed for all subjects in this school year will be
my own work.

My SBA work will not include any materials which have been copied from other sources
without acknowledgement.

I am responsible for ensuring that the work produced is my own and will bear the
consequences for committing plagiarism or other malpractice in SBA.

Student’s signature: Date:
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